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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 


Sir: 

An Office Action was mailed in the above-captioned application on October 3,2003. In 
such Office Action claims 1-5, 7-16, and 18-22 were pending. Independent Claims 1 and 12 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e)(1). Dependent Claims 1 and 12 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a). This Request for Reconsideration is submitted in response to such Office 
Action. 


The Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S 102(e)fl) 

Independent claims 1 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over a published 
patent application - Townsend et al., U.S. patent application Serial No. 09/950,313 (Pub. No. 
2002/0102610) (“Townsend et al.”). In rejecting the claims, the Examiner specifically cited 


paragraph 0057 (lines 1-6) of Townsend et al. 

04/05/E004 ftJOHNEOl ufs'ffatent.application is available as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 

of its earliest effective U.S. filing date, “taking into consideration any proper benefit claims to 
prior U.S. applications under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120 if the prior applicationfs) properly 
supports the subject matter used to make the reiection .” Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 
(8th Ed.. Rev; 1) (the “MPEP”), § 706.02(f)(1) (p. 700-27,1st col.) (emphasis added). 
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